
[image: image1.jpg]Faith Baptist
School
Handbook




[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.jpg]A ministry of
Faith Baptist Church
833 15" Avenue
Longmont, CO 80501

303-776-5677




TABLE OF CONTENTS

Welcome
5

INTRODUCTION
6


History
6


Statement of Faith
6


Statement of Philosophy/Purpose
7


Church Attendance
7


Student Responsibilities
7
GENERAL

POLICIES
7


Admission
7


Factors Influencing Admissions
8


Student Age
8


Probationary Period
8


School Day
9


Withdrawal and Dismissal
9


School Office
9


Financial Policy
9

Curriculum and Promotion
10

High School Graduation Requirements
12

Dropping High School Courses
12

Incomplete Grades
12

Transfer of Summer School Credit
12

Tutorial Help
12

Homework
12

Makeup Work
13

Absences and Excuses
13

Tardiness
13

Truancy
14

Report Cards
14

Medication Distribution
14

Telephone Use
14

Lunch
14

Playground Rules
15

Library
15

Physical Education
16

Lockers
16

Study Halls
16

Lost and Found
17

Automobiles
17

SOCIAL

POLICIES
17

General Policies
17

Standards of Appearance and Conduct for Students
18

Dress and Appearance Guidelines (Grades 7-12)
19

Dress and Appearance Guidelines (Elementary)
20

Additional Comments (all grades)
21

Dress Code Violations
21

Conduct
21

Discipline
22

Demerit System
22

Spiritual Probation
23

Student Response to Discipline
23

Parental Response to Discipline
23

Scriptural Basis for Discipline
24

Suspension
24

Corporal Punishment
24

Teacher/Student Relationship
25

School, Family, and Community Relations
25

Parent/Teacher Conferences
25

STUDENT

ACTIVITIES
26

Chapel and Assemblies
26

Choir and Band
26

Yearbook
26

Class Officers
26

Sports
26

Christian Athletics
27

Cheerleading
27

Standard of Behavior for Student Athletes, Coaches, and Spectators
27

Participation in Extracurricular Activities
28

Academic Eligibility
28

Lettering
28

Social Events
28

Other Events
29

MISCELLANEOUS
29

Pioneer Program
29

Visitors
29

Textbooks
29

Your Cumulative Folder
30

Prayer
30

Pledges
30

School Fight Song
30

School Verse
31

School Theme Song
31

School Colors
31

School Num de Guerre
31

You and Your School, FBS
31

Summary
32

Dear Parents and Students:

Welcome to Faith Baptist School!  Our purpose is to provide your child(ren) a quality Christian education.  We desire to work in harmony with you as parents in accomplishing spiritual, academic, emotional, and social goals in the life of your student(s).  We endeavor to assist parents in their God-given responsibility to “train up a child in the way he should go” and the church in its biblical mandate to “edify the body of Christ.”  

In addition to these spiritual objectives, FBS also offers a strong academic program, a tremendous fine arts department, and exciting athletic competition.  We pray that this year our students will experience growth in all these areas as a result of being part of the Faith Baptist School family.

Please carefully read this handbook with your children.  We have compiled this information to assist you in understanding our philosophy, direction, and policies.  If we can help you in any way or answer additional questions, please feel free to give us a call (303-776-5677).

May the Lord richly bless you in the days to come.

In  Christ,
Dan Perryman

Administrator/Principal

I.  INTRODUCTION TO FAITH BAPTIST SCHOOL
A.  History 

After prayerful concern and consideration, the members of Faith Baptist Church decided to begin a school in the fall of 1971.  Faith Baptist School began with 28 students in kindergarten through sixth grades.  Parents were concerned with the academic and moral decline of the public schools.  They realized that wisdom and knowledge are from the Lord.  Faith Baptist School has grown to its present enrollment of approximately 250 students kindergarten through twelfth grades.


Faith Baptist School is an integral part of Faith Baptist Church.  The philosophy and direction of the school is provided by the church.  The pastor of the church is the superintendent of the school.  The school administrator is on the church pastoral staff and functions under the pastoral leadership.

B.  Statement of Faith


Faith Baptist Church is an independent Baptist church.  It is not part of any organization of churches, convention, or fellowship.  The leadership and members of the church believe that it is their responsibility to operate the church as God leads, and to support the doctrines that He has established in His Word.  Only Bible doctrines, as set forth in the Statement of Faith, will be subscribed to by Faith Baptist School, and will not be subject to review by parents of students not members of the church.  If any parent objects to the Bible doctrines of Faith Baptist Church as expressed in the Statement of Faith he should reconsider enrollment of his children in this school.  It must be remembered that attendance at Faith Baptist School is a privilege and not a right.  


The doctrinal position of Faith Baptist School is the same as that set forth in the Constitution of Faith Baptist Church.  The following is a brief summary:


1.
The Bible is the verbally inspired, infallible, and authoritative Word of God.


2.
There is one God, eternally existent in three persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.


3.
The Lord Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  He was born of a virgin, lived a sinless 






life, died for our sins, arose physically from the dead, ascended into heaven, and




  will return again in power and glory.


4.
Jesus is the great High Priest and He makes intercession for us before God.


5.
All men are sinful by nature and are at enmity with God; therefore, regeneration 




by the Holy Spirit is essential to their salvation.


6. 
Men are justified by faith in the shed blood of Christ and are saved by grace 




through faith.


7.
Every born-again person should declare his faith by the act of baptism 




(immersion), and should be a member of a local New Testament church.


8.
The Holy Spirit convicts of sin; makes believers children of God through the new 




birth, assuring them of heaven; and by His indwelling, enables Christians to lead 




godly lives.


Students will be permitted to enroll in Faith Baptist School who do not adhere to every doctrinal position set forth in the Statement of Faith.  However, they will not be retained if they seek to argue or promote their differing opinions.

C. 
Statement of Philosophy/Purpose

The purpose of Faith Baptist School is to assist parents in the training of their children to the conformity of the image of Jesus Christ through a balanced spiritual, academic, and extra-curricular educational program.  Our goal is to produce graduates who demonstrate academic excellence and portray godly character in their Christian service and vocation.  We realize that the primary responsibility of educating children is given by God to the parent.  Our school acts as an extension of the home for the purpose of educating the child.

D. 
Church Attendance


Believing that our role at FBS is to assist the home and the church in the task of training young people, we feel that it is of utmost importance for all of our students, with their families, to be in regular attendance at their church.  We do not believe that we are working in harmony with the home if the family is not active in a Bible-believing church.

E. 
Student Responsibilities

      Each student at FBS is expected to:


1.  
Be receptive to the spiritual teaching in the school program.


2.  
Be concerned about serving the Lord.


3.  
Be loyal to the school, faculty, and administration.


4.  
Abide by school policies and maintain a proper testimony when away from the 




school.


5.  
Study diligently.


6.  
Attend all classes and support school activities.


7.  
Have a wholesome Christian relationship with fellow students.


8.  
Maintain a good attitude.

II.  GENERAL POLICIES

A.  Admission


It is to be understood that attendance at FBS is a privilege and not a right, which privilege may be forfeited by any student who does not cheerfully conform to the standards and regulations of the school, and that the school may dismiss any student at any time who in the opinion of the administration does not fit into the spirit of the institution, or whose attitudes and conduct are detrimental to the overall program of the school.


Likewise, parents are expected to cheerfully cooperate and support the administration not only by prompt tuition payments, but also in the general exercise of the overall program and purpose of the school, including discipline.  A complaining or griping attitude on the part of parents will forfeit the privilege of their child to remain a student in the school.  Constructive suggestions on the part of parents will, however, always be appreciated when given in the proper spirit.


Admission to Faith Baptist School is not determined on the basis of race, color, nationality, or ethnic origin; however, Faith Baptist School does maintain the right, as a private institution, to refuse admission to anyone who fails to meet the entrance requirements, or who has been diagnosed as having an incurable communicable disease, or who professes to be living a lifestyle contrary to that defined by Scripture.  Faith Baptist School also maintains the right to suspend or expel any student who violates the Standards of Conduct or other rules defined by the school administration.


B.  Factors Influencing Admission

1.
Only students with average or above average ability are accepted as full-time 



regular students.


2.
We reserve the right to set and maintain standards for student conduct, dress, and 


scholarship.


3.
We maintain the right to refuse admittance to those who violate standards of



conduct as defined by the administration.


4. 
We reserve the right of not defining reason when applications are not 



accepted.



5.
WE DO NOT ACCEPT STUDENTS WHO DO NOT WANT TO ATTEND 



OUR SCHOOL.


6.
In filling positions for each new year, present students are considered first, then 



children of members of Faith Baptist Church, then other children of parents who 



already have students enrolled, and then new families.


7.
Students are admitted on the basis of former record and/or placement tests.


8.
Birth certificate must be presented for kindergarten and new first grade students.


9. 
A Certificate of Immunization from a doctor or health center must be in the 



school office within 30 days after school begins.

C.  Student Age


Prospective students will not be considered if they are two years or more above the chronological age for the applicable grade.  According to Colorado state guidelines, applicants for Kindergarten must be at least five years of age prior to September 30th in order to be enrolled at Faith Baptist School.  However, any student who turns five during the summer or the month of September will be subject to careful evaluation as to his/her school readiness.

D.  Probationary Period


All new students are accepted for an initial probationary period that can extend up to nine weeks.  Unsatisfactory academic progress during this probationary period may result in the school requesting the withdrawal of the student.  This period also serves as an evaluation of the school’s ability to educate the child.


Students will periodically be appraised as to their spiritual growth and behavioral conduct.  This is especially critical for students entering FBS for the first time, students going into Junior High, and students beginning High School. 

E.  School Day


1.   Hours:  
KE:   
          

12:15 - 3:15






Kindergarten:  

8:30 - 11:30 


        
   
Grades 1-12:           
8:30 - 3:15


2.   Students should not arrive before 8:00 a.m. and may not remain later than




3:45 p.m.  There is no teacher supervision before or after these hours.


3.   Students may not enter the classrooms until 8:20 a.m.


4.   Students should only enter school through school wing doors.


5.   Please do not ask for children to be excused for reasons other than sickness, death




in family, doctor's appointments, or transportation breakdown.


6.   In rare cases, if it is necessary for a student to be absent for some reason not 




listed above, this absence may be excused if permission (blue slip) and 




assignments are obtained in advance.  


7.   When a student is absent or tardy, upon returning he must report first to the 




school office to receive an Admit to Class slip.  He must also have a written 




excuse; otherwise, an absence will be recorded as unexcused and will result in 




loss of credit for work missed.


8.   A student must be present for at least ½ of the day to be counted present for the day.


9.   Students absent 20 days or more may possibly not be promoted.  Certain 




exceptions may be allowed by the administration when absence has been due to 




sickness and the student has shown sufficient interest and achievement in his 




work so as not to be substantially behind his class.


10. Students should attend school on all "activity days".


11. Absentees may not attend a school function on the same day in which they are 




absent.


12. Bad Weather:  In the event of bad weather, school closings will normally 




coincide with Longmont area public schools.  These will be announced over the 




radio station KOA (850 AM), and KCNC TV (Channel 4).  If school is 




dismissed for inclement weather, makeup days may be added as required to




maintain the minimum number of class days per year.

F.  Withdrawal and Dismissal

Withdrawals from school must be made through the school office and all tuition will continue until proper notification is made.  Student records will not be released until all accounts have been paid and books turned in.

G. School Office

Parents are welcome in the school.  When visiting the school, please come to the office first to sign in and get a visitor’s pass. DO NOT GO DIRECTLY TO THE CLASSROOMS.  Please make appointments with teachers after school hours.  Lunches, homework, books, etc. may be left in the office to be delivered.  Please remember our school office is a place of business and should not be used for socializing.


Please call the office if your child is ill and will be out of school.  Office hours are from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Any child with a noticeable illness will be immediately isolated from the class.  A student may be permitted to lie down in the sick room for up to 1 hour.  If the student still feels ill, the parent(s) will be contacted to pick up the child so that he/she can receive proper care.

H. Financial Policy

Accounts may be paid in ten equal payments, the first being due on August 1.  Following payments are due on the first of each month.  The last payment is due May 1.  Accounts may be paid in full at any time.


1.
Report cards will not be issued for students with past due accounts.


2.
Monthly payments not paid on or before the 15th of each month will be assessed 




a $10 late fee.   If past due accounts are not paid within 30 days, your child may 




be suspended.  


3.
There is a re-admission fee of $25 for students who are suspended for non-




payment of tuition.


4.
Seniors whose accounts are not paid in full will not receive diplomas nor 




participate in graduation exercises.


5.
No student will be allowed to enroll for the coming school year until accounts 




are current.


6.
Upon student withdrawal, school records will not be released if there is any 




outstanding account balance.


7.
There is a $10 charge for any check returned for insufficient funds.  On the second 




offense, there will be a $20 charge and checks will no longer be accepted for that 




account.


8.
In case of withdrawal, no adjustments will be made for number of days enrolled.  




Students will be charged for that month’s tuition regardless of the number of 




days enrolled in that month.


9.
If your financial circumstances require it, please contact our office.  We will be 




willing to work out a plan of payment to accommodate your situation.

Account payments may be mailed to:  

Faith Baptist School






    




833  15th Ave.








   



Longmont,   CO    80501

I.  Curriculum and Promotion


The course of study has been established to provide a well-rounded diversity of subjects designed to develop the ability to think and reason in a manner pleasing to God.  The primary objective is to teach the student to view all of life and living in its true God-related perspective.

1.  Curriculum for Kindergarten-grade 6:

Kindergarten:  Bible, Phonics, Reading, Penmanship, Math, Science, Heritage Studies, Art, Music, Physical Education, Recess

Grades 1-6:  Bible, Language Arts, Math, Science, Heritage Studies, Art, Music, Physical Education, Recess

2.  Promotion for grades K-6:  Elementary students must pass three-fourths of all courses in order to be promoted to the next grade.  Standardized achievement test scores will not be used to advance a student to the next higher grade level at Faith Baptist School.

3.  Curriculum for grades 7-8:

Grade 7 

Grade 8


Bible 


Bible


English 


English


Math



Pre-Algebra


Science


Science


World Studies
American History


Physical Education
Physical Education

Electives:  Spanish, Computers, Speech, Band, Choir, Art, Study Hall

4.  Promotion Policy for grades 7-8:  Jr. High students must pass Bible, English, Mathematics, and at least one other major subject to be promoted.


A student who fails a subject may receive a passing grade in that subject if he satisfactorily repeats that subject in an FBS approved summer school or under an FBS approved tutor.  In either case, the student may be asked to pass a make-up examination prepared by FBS on that subject.

5.  Required Curriculum for 9th – 12th grades:
Grade 9


Unit

Grade 10


Unit

Bible



1


Bible



1

English



1


English



1

Math



1


Math



1

Physical Science

1


Biology



1

Physical Education
1/2


World History

1

Grade 11


Unit

Grade 12


Unit
Bible



1


Bible



1

English



1


English



1

Math



1


Economics


½ 

U.S. History


1


U.S. Government

½ 
*Science (11th or 12th)
1
*choose from Chemistry, Anatomy, or Physics

Available Math Classes:

Algebra I

Applied Math


Consumer Math




Geometry

Advanced Math


Calculus

Algebra II

Accounting





Electives

Choir

Band
Physical Education

Spanish I
Art

Study Hall

Spanish II
Journalism
Hand Bell Choir

Yearbook
Teacher’s Aide 
Computer Programming

Speech

Current Events 
Advanced Computer Applications

Typing

Drama
Home Economics

6. Academic/Promotion Policy for Grades 9-12:


a. 
A 9th grade student must pass Bible, English, and at least 3 other academic 




subjects to be promoted to the 10th grade (5 credits)


b.
A 10th grade student must pass Bible, have 2 credits in English, and at least 7 




additional credits to be promoted to the 11th grade (10 credits).


c. 
A student must pass Bible, have 3 credits in English, and at least 12 additional 




credits to enter the senior class (16 credits).


d. 
Any variation of the above policies must be approved by the administrator.

J.  High School Graduation Requirements


Graduation from Faith Baptist School requires the minimum completion of 23 credit hours of instruction with a 2.0 Grade Point Average in Grades 9-12 in the following areas:

*Bible
–
4 credits

Physical Education
–
1 credit

English
–  
4 credits 
Electives


–
5 credits

Math 
– 
3 credits

Science 
– 
3 credits

History
– 
3 credits

*1 Credit per year enrolled in FBS

K.  Dropping High School Courses 


A non-required subject may be dropped within one week of the beginning of each semester without penalty.  There will be no course credit granted for a course dropped after the first week.  Courses dropped after three weeks will receive a failing grade as well as no course credit.  Dropping a course requires the approval of the teacher, parents, and administrator.

L.  Incomplete Grades


An “Incomplete” is given only when a teacher feels there are justifiable reasons for work to be late.  Such a grade changes to “F” if the work is not completed within two weeks.

M.  Transfer of Summer School Credit


Students should secure permission from the administrator before enrolling in summer courses at another school.  Summer courses should be taken to make up credits failed or to earn additional elective credits.  They may not be taken as a means of acceleration through basic, required courses.

N.  Tutorial Help


Students will sometimes need additional help in a subject.  The first place to turn for help is the teacher of the course.  Most teachers at the school are willing to give extra time to students who are conscientiously trying to improve.  This time can be before school, after school, or during a planning period.  Students may also be paired with peers who understand the material and can help.  Most students who are floundering need only a little extra time to bring them to an understanding of the material.  For students with greater deficiencies, an outside tutor may be needed.  The school faculty and principal may be able to provide names of qualified tutors.  Any outside tutor should confer with the teacher of the class in order to coordinate objectives and methods.  It is imperative that the school principal be aware of all students receiving outside tutorial help.

O.  Homework

Homework is a necessary and proper part of the school experience.  If a student is going to learn, then time must be spent in practice and drill.  As students mature, it is expected that the amount of time spent on homework will increase.

It is the parent's responsibility to check and encourage homework.  Students are required to write down homework assignments in a notebook.  Parents should check to see that their assignments are being completed.

No homework will be given on Wednesday nights so that students may attend church services.  When there are special meetings held at Faith Baptist Church special homework policies are also in effect.

P.  Makeup Work


Students who are absent must check with classroom teachers immediately upon returning to school to get all assignments missed.  Make-up work must be done to the satisfaction of the teacher.  A student has the number of days equal to the number of days missed to make up his/her work.  Long-term assignments will be due on time.  All tests missed will be rescheduled at the convenience of the teacher.  The teacher may use discretion in giving more time if he/she feels it is warranted.


Teachers will assist students in making up work.  However, it is the student’s responsibility to determine when work has been missed and to see that it is made up.  When a student has obviously put off work, the teacher is no longer obligated to assist in making up the work and a grade of zero will be given.  Students are not permitted to miss regularly scheduled classes in order to make up work.

Q.  Absences and Excuses


In order for your child to gain the most in school, he must be regular in attendance.  He will be excused when his absence is due to illness or the death of a close family member.  Any other excused absences are at the sole discretion of the administrator.  An “excused absence” (other than illness) must be pre-approved and a “blue slip” obtained through the office.  If a student misses more than ten days per semester, he will lose credit for the semester.  (For elementary students, this is twenty days per school year.)


Assignments should be completed prior to the return of the student to classes.  Students in grades 7-12 are responsible for securing all their own assignments for any absences.  Assignments not turned in more than three days after the return to school will receive a zero.  Any exception to this policy must be approved by the administration.


Parents must provide a written note to the school office explaining the reason for any absence.  Any student returning to school without a parental note explaining the absence will be considered to have an unexcused absence.  Students will be given a one-day grace period to provide the parental note before zeros are recorded for the missed work.  When a student returns after an absence, he should bring the note from his parents to the office stating the reason for the absence.  A pass will then be issued.  Students may not return to class without a pass.  A doctor’s note is required for a student absent more than 3 consecutive days due to illness.


The forging of a note by a student is grounds for suspension.  A parent who falsifies a note for illness or absence may be asked to withdraw his student from Faith Baptist School.


Students are not permitted to leave campus except for illness or emergency (upon administration approval).  Students who leave campus during school hours for any reason must sign out through the school office.  Any student leaving campus without signing out will be considered as cutting class.  Faith Baptist School cannot be held responsible for students who violate this rule and leave campus without signing out through the office.

R.  Tardiness


Tardiness is very disruptive to the daily classroom routine.  Excused tardiness will be granted for unexpected traffic delays, automobile or other emergency situations, or being delayed to the next class due to circumstances beyond the student’s control.  Unexcused tardiness will consist of failure to set the alarm clock, broken alarm, failure to leave home in sufficient time to cope with normal traffic, failure to make class changes on time, and any other correctable situation.


If a student fails to arrive on time for school, a tardy slip must be obtained from the office to be admitted to class.  Our policy for being tardy is 3 unexcused tardies equal 1 unexcused absence.  In the elementary classes the students will sit out of a special class or recess time for the unexcused absence.  In the Jr. & Sr. high classes the students will receive a zero averaged in with their homework grades for the day.  These tardies are recorded as tardies on the report cards, not as absences.

S.  Truancy


Cutting individual classes or failing to attend all classes is a serious offense that can result in suspension or expulsion.

T.  Report Cards

The purpose of report cards is to give parents and students an indication of progress being made.  Report cards will be sent home every nine weeks and all report cards (K-6th) should be signed and returned by parents.   There is a $1.00 charge for lost report cards.

Grading Scale:
A       94 - 100





B       86 -  93





C       76 -  85





D       70 -  75





F         0  -  69

U.  Medication Distribution


If a student (K-6th) needs to be given medication at school, a note must be sent from the parent along with labeled medication to be kept in the school office (this includes aspirin or Tylenol).  All medication will be given in the office and will only be given if a note listing the dosage and time is included.  Any medication discovered at school without a note of parental approval will be confiscated by the teacher.


High school students are responsible for taking medications (non-prescription) when needed.  However they should never bring more than a day’s supply, and no student may give medication to another student.

V.  Telephone Use

The school phone is a business phone and may be used by students only in the case of illness or emergency.  When available, the school phone may be used for non-emergency phone calls for $.25 a call.


If cellular phones or beepers are brought to school, they must be turned off, left in the student’s vehicle, or kept in his/her locker during school hours.  Cellular phones and beepers are not allowed in the classrooms.

W.  Lunch

1.

Students can bring their own lunch to school each day, or purchase their lunch at 




school.


2.

Parents should provide a balanced lunch, since good nutrition is essential for a 




child’s best physical and mental health.


3.

Students are not permitted to make arrangements for delivery of lunch from local 




restaurants or go off campus for lunch.


4.

Students are to remain in the lunchroom for at least 15 minutes.


5.

Students are responsible to clean up after themselves, including putting chairs 




under the table.  


6.

Hot sandwiches, chips, desserts, juices, and milk are available.  Milk tickets may 




be purchased in the office.  Candy and pop are sold only on certain days to 




elementary students.                                                    

X.  Playground Rules


1. 
Students are not to stand on or jump off swings.


2. 
Do not throw anything (including snowballs, sand, etc.)


3. 
Students are not to play games in which other students are pushed down or when 




one jumps on the back of another.


4. 
Keep your hands to yourself!


5. 
Always return equipment to its proper place.


6. 
Climbing trees is not allowed.


7. 
Always respect the property of the people who border our playing fields.


8. 
Line up quickly and quietly upon the teacher’s signal.


9.

Scrape shoes clean and enter building quietly.
Y.  Library

1. 
Students may check out two books for two weeks.


2. 
Late books are fined at the rate of 10 cents per school day.


3. 
Borrower may be charged full replacement value for lost or damaged books. 


4. 
Magazines may be checked out for one day.


5. 
Noise or talking may forfeit a student's use of the library.


6. 
"R" books (reference) may be used only in the library.


7. 
"SR" books (special reference) are available only by special permission of the 




librarian.


8. 
Never borrow books for the use of another student.


9. 
The fact that a book is part of the FBS library does not mean that the school or 




church agrees with its contents.

  Purpose of the Library:


1.

To uphold the Word of God and the philosophy and goals of FBS.


2.

To encourage spiritual learning and growth of students.


3.

To provide Christian literature not readily found in public or other secular 




libraries.


4.

To provide material appropriate to the mental, emotional, social, and spiritual 




needs and interests of FBS students.


5.

To provide resources for the student:





a.  In fulfilling assignments and supplementing classroom instruction.





b.  In improving the skills of discernment.





c.  In assisting in the molding of godly character.

  General Book Selection Policy:


Philosophy and practice for the acquisition of books and materials will harmonize with the purposes of the library.  Curriculum carries first priority in acquisition of library materials.  Administration, faculty, and staff requests for materials, which directly support the curriculum, constitute this category.  General circulation and non-circulating reference materials relating to the curriculum as well as materials important in their own right, are second in priority.  Other reading materials including fiction, drama, poetry, and essays are selected by the librarian.  Recommendations and donations are also encouraged.

Z.  Physical Education


Physical education is provided for each student during the regular school day.  Students will have P.E. outdoors or indoors depending upon the weather and the teacher’s discretion.  Physical Education classes at FBS provide an opportunity for students to participate in general physical conditioning as well as several team and individual sports.  Students enrolled in P.E. classes are required to participate in every activity unless they have a written doctor’s excuse.

A student may be excused for  two (2) days at a time with a note from a parent.  This may be done in cases of minor injury and/or sickness from which the student is recovering.  No student will be excused for more than 2 days unless there is a note from an attending physician.


Students (grades 7-12) will need to purchase a P.E. shirt through the office.  Boys must have athletic shorts or sweats that are a conservative color (red, gray, black, blue, etc.), 2 pair of white socks, athletic supporter, and tennis shoes.  Girls are to have 2 pair of white socks, loose-fitting slacks, culottes, or knee-length loose-fitting shorts that are a conservative color (red, gray, black, blue, etc.), and tennis shoes.


A student (K-6th grades) is required to have a pair of gym shoes that is used specifically for gym class.  They may be kept at school.  Any student (all grades) who does not have the necessary equipment for gym class will not be allowed to participate and their non-participation will be reflected in their grade.  
AA.  Lockers


Lockers are assigned to all students in grades 7 through 12.  Lockers must be kept locked at all times.  Lockers remain the sole property of FBS and periodic locker checks are performed at the discretion of the Administrator.  Lockers are to be kept locked at all times.  Do not give out your combination.


Nothing is to be placed on the outside of lockers and no stickers should be used on the inside.  Magnets can be used to attach appropriate pictures and schedules.  The use of locker shelves is permitted.  Pictures of models, movie stars, and athletes are not allowed.  Any picture posted in lockers should be family and/or friends (dressed appropriately).  Athletic logos, cars, and animal pictures are permissible.

Gym lockers are not to be used for academic books and matrials.  Only P.E. equipment should be kept in them.  Students should bring locks for P.E. lockers and keep these secured at all times.  Lock combinations must be given to the P.E. teacher.

BB.  Study Halls

Study halls are to be used for study.  Groups are not to study together.  If a teacher wishes you to work on a group project or to visit his/her room, you must have permission in advance and that teacher must be present.  Students may not return to their lockers after study hall has begun.  Students may visit office or restrooms only with a hall pass.  They may not ask to visit another teacher's class unless they have a pass from that teacher.


No student may have more than one study hall each day without special permission from the administrator.

CC.  Lost and Found


Lost and found articles will be kept in the school office (sick room).  Be sure your child has garments labeled and keeps valuable items locked in his/her locker.  Items found will be held for 30 days and may be redeemed for 25 cents.  After this time, items will be donated to charity or otherwise disposed of.

DD.  Automobiles


Students who wish to drive to school must secure advance permission from the school office.  Cars are to be driven safely at all times and parked properly according to parking lot markings in the area designated for student parking.  Upon arrival at school, students are to immediately leave their cars locked, undisturbed, and unoccupied and are not to return until school is dismissed (off limits during school hours).  Cars are not to become "hang outs" before or after school.  Students driving recklessly or misusing their cars may lose the privilege of driving to school.  No student will be allowed to transport other students to and from school except by permission given in advance by parents (written permission on record in the school office).  No student is to drive another student's vehicle to or from school or on the school property.

Athletic team members will always ride to and from games in a vehicle provided by the school unless other arrangements have been provided in advance by the coach and the administrator.

III.  Social Policies


Every school must have rules of conduct for the students to follow.  Part of our education is to learn to respect authority and to cheerfully observe rules.  In a Christian school, the teachers feel a responsibility to God and parents to build good citizenship in their students.  Good citizens are trustworthy, obedient to laws, and considerate of others.  As Christians, our conduct needs to be not only that of which our parents would be proud, but also that which would please our Savior.  With this purpose in mind, we have designed the following:

 A.  General Policies

Our classrooms are special places to study and learn.  They must be quiet and orderly at all times.  The following standards apply while classes are in session:


1.

There will be no talking without permission from the teacher.  A student must 




raise his hand and be recognized by the teacher before speaking out during class.


2. 
Every student must also remain seated at his assigned desk unless directed 




otherwise by the teacher.  A student may request permission to get out of his seat 




by raising his hand.


3. 
Horseplay in the classroom will not be tolerated at any time.


4. 
Be in your seat when the bell rings; do not leave without permission.


5. 
During devotions, prayer, Bible class or chapel, maintain an attitude of 




reverence.


6. 
Walk and talk softly.  Keep your hands to yourself.


7. 
Sharpen pencils before class.


8. 
Place trash in trash can when leaving the room.


9. 
Help keep classrooms, halls, and sidewalks neat.  You are responsible to pick up 




trash whether you put it there or not.  Keep hands and feet off the walls.


10.
Couples or groups of students are not to congregate in the halls between classes.  




The five minutes between classes are for you to prepare for the next class.


11.
Boys and girls are to maintain a "hands off" policy at all times.


12.
Students are not to be alone with members of the opposite sex in any part of the 




school or church.


13.
Students are not to be in the gym without supervision.


14.
Always treat teachers and other students with respect.


15.
Mimicking, mocking, laughing at the mistakes of others, un-sportsman-like 




conduct, sassing, writing, passing and reading notes, 
whispering during a 




lesson, studying another subject without permission, doodling, etc. may all be 




interpreted as being disrespectful.


16.
No textbooks, purses, lunches, gym bags, balls, or other items are to be left on 




the floor in the hallways.  Items left in the halls after school will be turned in to 




the lost and found.


17.
All hardback textbooks are to have book covers on them.  There is a $1 fine for 




each uncovered book.


18.
Do not throw anything in the building.  Balls may only be bounced against the 




bus garage (for games at recess), no other building.


19.
Do not bring radios, tape players, CD players, unauthorized musical instruments, 




squirt guns, toys or games to school or school functions.


20.
Students are not to give or receive help while taking tests.


21.
The church wing is off limits without a hall pass, unless on the way to a class.


22.
There is to be no talking in any of the church wing halls.


23.
Destruction of property will not be tolerated.  Defacing walls or property will be 




dealt with severely.  Students are responsible to replace damaged items.


24.
Permission must be given to leave school grounds during school hours.


25.
Proper conduct must be maintained in school vehicles.


26.
Gum is forbidden on school grounds.


27.
Students may not bring firearms, knives (including pocketknives), fireworks, 




alcohol, drugs, or tobacco products to school.


28.
Keep a good attitude toward your school and its rules.  Walk away from those 




who are griping.  We appreciate constructive suggestions.


29.
Students may not add or delete anything from bulletin boards or chalkboards 




without teacher approval.


30.
All FBS faculty and staff have full authority to enforce school policies.

B.  Standards of Appearance and Conduct for Students    


A sense of the need for spiritual growth in student’s lives has led Faith Baptist School to adopt the following standards which it believes are conducive to the environment that will best promote the spiritual welfare of the student.  Faith Baptist School, as a private institution, reserves the right of establishing and maintaining its own standards for student conduct, dress, cleanliness, and academic performance.

C.  Dress and Appearance Guidelines (Grades 7-12)


A student’s dress is a reflection of his relationship with the Lord; therefore, all students are expected to use good taste in choice of attire. We realize the difficulty in acquiring appropriate clothing in a culture that emphasizes the flesh. We are trying to avoid FADS and EXTREMES. The following is intended to give general guidelines so that your students will be able to meet all requirements. FBS reserves the right to decide if a garment or hair style will be acceptable. If you have questions, please check in ADVANCE, and we will be glad to help in any way possible.

BOYS:


HAIR: Boys should have a “tapered, traditional style” haircut that includes a neat trim (close on the sides and back and off the ears and collar). Hair is not to be over the ears or covering the eyebrows. No student is to alter the color of his hair (dye, hair coloring, etc.).  Sideburns are not to be longer than the bottom of the “ear opening.” Boys are to be clean shaven.


DRESS: Boys are to wear long pants. All pants are to be worn at the hip level or above. Pants sagging at the seat will not be acceptable. A belt is to be worn with pants designed for a belt. Blue jeans are not allowed (after sixth grade). Colored jeans are OK. Boys may wear tennis shoes. No sandals or crocs are to be worn to school. All shirts must be buttoned (except for top button) and shirt tails are to be tucked in. If a pull-over shirt is worn, it must have a full collar. If a nice sweatshirt or sweater (no writing, slogans, pictures) is worn, a collared shirt must be worn underneath. Boys are not to wear necklaces, bracelets, or earrings.  The only exception would be for specific medical reasons. Tattoos and body piercing are not acceptable. If you had a tattoo prior to your affiliation with Faith Baptist School, please feel free to discuss this matter with the administration.

GIRLS:


HAIR: As with the boys, we are stressing the fact that all “faddish” hairstyles be avoided as well as hair coloring, dye, etc. For girls, hair coloring is permitted only to the extent that it is a “natural” hair color.


DRESS: Our goal is to emphasize modesty and appropriateness, and avoid the fads and extremes which come and go. All girls are to wear either a dress or skirt/blouse. These should be loose fitting and long enough to cover the knee when standing, walking, or sitting. Slits in skirts (back or front) should be no higher than the knee when standing or sitting (same as dress and skirt length). Blue jean skirts may be worn if not faded or if evenly faded. All belts must be at hip level or above. Tops need to be loose in the torso and must come below waistline when hands are raised above the head (no skin should show). Tops must not be lower than 2 fingers below the clavicle/collar bone. No baby doll or empire waist style tops permitted. Blouses, etc. are not to have writing, slogans, or pictures. Sleeveless tops/dresses must come to shoulder edge and be at least 2 ½ inches wide. Girls are not to wear crocs, slippers, or beach type shoes. In a desire to prevent excessive jewelry, jewelry should be limited to one set of earrings (in the bottom of the earlobe), a couple rings and/or necklaces. Necklaces are limited to two at a time and “choker” (gothic style) necklaces are not allowed. Ankle bracelets and toe rings shall not be worn at school. Additional body piercings are not permitted. Black finger nail polish or black lipstick should be avoided.

D.  Dress and Appearance Guidelines (Elementary)


All students are asked to dress in a manner that would be conducive to learning, encourage a right spirit, and to avoid all “fads” and “extremes.” The dress code listed below is to help you understand what we expect from you and your children.

Boys:


Boys should have a tapered traditional style haircut with a neat trim that is off the eyebrows, off the ears, and close on the sides and back. Sweaters and sweatshirts are acceptable, but please avoid the ones with pictures of worldly art, musicians, TV and movie characters, cartoons, etc.  Pictures of realistic animals are acceptable along with sweaters with pictures woven into the material. Boys are not to wear necklaces. The only exception would be for specific medical reasons. Boys in fifth and sixth grades must wear collared shirts. Shirts with collars are to be buttoned (except for top button). Writing on a shirt should be avoided. A small size label is acceptable. All shirts need to be tucked in and a belt worn with all pants designed for a belt. Boys must wear long pants (no shorts). Neat blue jeans are acceptable but no ripped, patched, acid washed (blotched) are to be worn.

Girls:


Dresses and skirts need to be modest in appearance, long enough to cover the knee when sitting. Please do not wear any acid washed (blotched), ripped, patched or unevenly faded jean skirts. Shorts or slacks are not to be worn to class, school programs, or school activities unless you receive specific information from your child’s teacher. Slits in the skirt should be no higher than mid-knee. All tops must come below the waistline when hands are raised above the head (no skin should show). Tops must have a modest neckline. Sleeveless tops/dresses must come to shoulder edge and be at least 2 ½ inches wide. Please be sure sweaters, sweatshirts, and blouses do not have pictures of worldly art, musicians, TV and movie characters, cartoons, etc. Pictures of realistic animals are acceptable along with sweaters with pictures woven into the material. Writing on garments should be avoided. A small sized label is acceptable. Slacks, sweats, or blue jeans may be worn in grades 1-5 for physical education (under dresses/skirts grades 1-3).  


When purchasing clothing, please consider growth spurts and buy with the idea of possibly letting hems down.

E.  Additional Comments (all grades)

Writing on shirts is limited to a small logo above the pocket area. Students are asked not to wear ALL BLACK. Students are asked not to wear any other school jacket to FBS except an FBS jacket, sweater, or hoodie. No crocs, slippers, or beach type shoes are permitted. Elementary students may wear hoodies or jackets with professional sport team logos (subject to approval). 


If a student comes to school improperly dressed, he/she will receive a dress code violation and/or be required to call home and get a change of clothing. We trust this information will be very helpful so that dress/hair problems can be completely avoided.

F.  Dress Code Violations


Teachers will note violations of dress code standards and will provide counsel and warning as necessary for students.  Secondary students (grades 7-12) are expected to monitor their own appearance and will not receive warnings about their appearance after the first day of school.  After that time, they will receive a referral (and subsequent demerit) and/or be sent home to correct the situation.  Obvious violations of the dress code may necessitate a student remaining in the office until the parents bring a change of clothing or take the student home until the dress code is met.  The resulting absences are unexcused.  Areas of subjectivity are left to the discretion of the administrator or his designee.

G.  Conduct


As a Christian school, we must provide an environment for the spiritual growth and development of our young people.  We believe that Christian students should avoid practices which cause the loss of sensitivity to the spiritual needs of the world and of the Christian’s physical, mental, or spiritual well being.  (Romans 12:1-2).  This sense of the need for spiritual well being led FBS to adopt the following standards for students while they are at school, home, or elsewhere:

Refrain from cheating, swearing, smoking, using indecent language, gambling, dancing, drinking intoxicating beverages, or using drugs.


Maintain Christian standards of courtesy, kindness, morality, and honesty.


Be dressed appropriately and modestly at all times.


Be kind and helpful to young children and always respectful to those in authority.

No students will be admitted nor retained who, either on or off campus, either before, during or after school hours:


a.
smokes or has used tobacco for any period of time.


b.
uses alcoholic beverages or drugs.


c.
is or has been married.


d.
has been convicted of a felony.


e.
is involved with any immoral behavior.


f.
has run away from home or contacts the Department of Social Services for home



or school intervention.


Parents are encouraged to closely monitor the standards and behavior of their children.  Much of our society’s music and movies draw away from the Christian values FBS is striving to teach its students.  Certainly, secular music and “the latest Hollywood flick” should not be the topics of student discussions.


In this atmosphere of definite and positive Christian standards of conduct, there is a fine opportunity for the development of strong and stable Christian character.  Students found to be out of harmony with Faith Baptist School or found bringing reproach upon your school by actions on or off campus, will be asked to withdraw whenever the general welfare demands it.


As a Christian school, we seek to help students to develop their own self-government.  A student should learn to discipline himself (Proverbs 16:32).  While most discipline is basically positive training (Proverbs 22:6), there is sometimes a need for correction when standards are violated or rules broken.

H.  Discipline


In Christian education all things must be done in an orderly fashion thus manifesting the character of God Himself (I Cor. 14:33).  God Himself is the example as to how one is to discipline.  True biblical discipline involves a proper balance of instruction (II Tim. 3:16), nurturing (Eph. 6:4), and chastening (Heb. 12:6).


The purpose of discipline at Faith Baptist School is to teach each student to achieve obedience, respect, and responsibility and to create an atmosphere where each student finds personal security, true happiness, and an absence of excessive temptations to do wrong.  Where there is this type of atmosphere, students can achieve academic excellence.  It is our desire to help each student develop his God-given abilities to be used for His glory.


The following forms of correction are approved for use by FBS:

Warnings to students (referrals) regarding their actions, notes to parents which must be signed and returned before the student is re-admitted to class, conferences, suspension, probation, or expulsion.  In addition to these, a demerit system may also be used as a guide for junior and senior high students.

I.  Demerit System


Demerits will be given for each referral after the first.  Demerit records are kept by the Administrator.  When a student has received multiple demerits, the following action will be taken.

3 -
conference with Administrator


6 -
conference with Administrator, phone conference with parents, and a suspension warning

10-
a phone conference with parents, 1 day suspension, zero in every class, and removal from extracurricular activities

15-
a phone conference with parents, 2 day suspension, zero in every class, and 

         removal from extracurricular activities

20-
an office conference with parents, student will be expelled (or mandatory 
 
 
      withdrawal at administrator’s discretion)


*Any student who withdraws from school due to a suspension will be considered expelled.  At the end of the year all demerits are dropped.

J.  Spiritual Probation (at administrator’s discretion)


A student may be placed on spiritual probation if expulsion or mandatory withdrawal occurred in the last 3 months of the school year.


Students on spiritual probation will be under the following restrictions:


1.
The student may practice with athletic teams but will not participate in the first 3 

events.


2.
For the first 9 weeks the student must be accompanied by a parent to school games and programs if coming as a spectator.


3.
The student may practice with the band or choir, but may not participate in the Fall Concert.


4.
A student returning as a senior will not be allowed an “on stage role” in the senior play.  This student will be limited to back stage responsibilities.


5.
The student must write a 1 page written report on the last day of September and the last day of October recounting spiritual progress, church attendance, attitudes, and reaction to parents and faculty.  This report must be signed by parents.


6.
At the end of the first quarter of the school year the administrator will evaluate the students progress.  Upon evaluation the administrator will take one of two actions:




a.  remove the student from probationary status




b.  ask the student to withdraw

K.  Student Response to Discipline


When a student is disciplined, he should never argue with the teacher in front of other students.  If the student feels a misunderstanding exists, he should obey the teacher without protest and take the following steps to satisfy the matter:


1.
Go to the teacher after class and ask for a time to discuss the matter privately.


2.
Talk the problem over with his parents and have them contact the teacher for 



discussion and clarification.


3.
If a problem still exists, contact the Administrator to arrange a meeting between 



the student, teacher, and parent.

L.  Parental Response to Discipline


The student must at all times conduct himself/herself in a manner that is becoming to a Christian.  Griping is not tolerated!  If your child comes home complaining about a policy or discipline, please follow this procedure:


1.
Give the staff the benefit of the doubt.


2.
Realize that your child’s reporting is emotionally biased and may not include all 



the information.


3.
Realize that the school has reasons for all rules and that they are enforced 



without partiality.


4. 
Support the administration, and call the school for all the facts.  Please note that 



a parent ought first to call the teacher with whom the perceived problem exists 


before contacting the Administrator.

M.  Scriptural Basis for Discipline


The school is dedicated to the training of children in a program of study, activity and living that is Christ-centered.  We believe that “all things should be done decently and in order” (I Cor. 14:40) and our students should be taught to accept responsibility for their actions.


High school students, in particular, because of their testimonies before younger children, are trained to adhere to the school’s philosophy and Christ-centered program.  Students are reminded that the Lord Jesus Christ expects us to be disciplined in all of life:

“Children, obey your parents in all things:  for this is well pleasing unto the Lord.”

 – Col.3:20

“Let every soul be subject unto the Higher powers…” – Rom. 13:1

“Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves…” – Heb. 13:17

“For the commandment is a lamp and the law is light; and reproofs of instruction are the way of life.” – Prov. 6:23

“He is in the way of life that keepeth instruction:  but he that refuseth reproof erreth.”
 – Prov. 10:17

“Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not thy soul spare for his crying.”

 – Prov. 19:18

N.  Suspension


A student serving a suspension will receive a zero for all work missed during the suspension and may not return to school until his parents have had a conference with the administrator.  This zero will constitute one day’s work in each class.  Tests and quizzes that took place during the suspension day may be made up but with the grade being reduced by 1/5.


A student who receives a suspension will also face consequences with regards to extracurricular and leadership involvement at FBS.  A suspension will result in removal from any athletic participation for the remainder of the season.

O.  Corporal Punishment


While it is in the view of FBS that corporal punishment, properly administered, is a scriptural and sound method of correction when disciplining children, we also believe that it is the responsibility of the parent to see that his child is properly disciplined.  While the school serves “in loco parentis” under the law, in the rare case when we feel that corporal punishment is the best alternative, parents will be contacted.  Parents who, at the recommendation of the school, desire corporal punishment to be administered to their child should plan to come to the school to administer it personally.  If all other means have been exhausted, and parents are unwilling to administer corporal punishment, they will be asked to withdraw the student.

P.  Teacher/Student Relationship


1.
The relationship between teachers and students must be conducive to learning.


2.
Discipline will be fair but firm.


3.
Emphasis will be placed on self-discipline.


4.
The faculty stands alone as those who have the authority to conduct the school, 




but they also will try to project accessibility and a sense of being involved 




together in the adventure and delight of learning.


5.
A student’s personal affairs will be discussed by administration and faculty in 




accordance with professional ethics and only as necessary to aid a student’s 




progress.

Q.  School, Family, and Community Relations


1.
Faith Baptist School believes that:




a.
Children are gifts from the Lord and belong to their parents, not to the state 





or to FBS.




b.
Students are to be held accountable for their actions and attitudes.




c.
Parents are responsible for the conduct of their children.




d.
The school derives its educational authority from the parents and stands “in 





loco parentis” during the school day.


2.
Faith Baptist School encourages parental participation in as many programs and 




activities as possible by:




a.
Serving as volunteer aides in day-to-day activities.




b.
Attending/participating in special programs and activities of the school.  


Parents who volunteer in the day-to-day activities of the school or who participate in special programs or activities (field trips, musical programs, chapels, etc.) are requested to dress in accordance with the student dress code and refrain from any questionable activities which we prefer our students not to be a part of (e.g.:  smoking, drinking alcohol, chewing tobacco, drugs, listening to rock music, etc.).

R.  Parent/Teacher Conferences


Faith Baptist School believes it is very important for the school and home to work together.  In order to promote effective communication and understanding, parents are asked to cooperate with the following guidelines:


1.
Parents will have the privilege of meeting their child’s teacher before the school




year begins at the Parent/Teacher Fellowship.


2.
Teachers will also use letters, phone calls, and progress reports as needed to 




communicate with parents.


3.
Parent/Teacher Conferences are scheduled periodically.


4.
It is important for each parent to schedule a conference with a teacher whenever 




a need or concern is evident.  Parents interested in arranging a conference with a 




teacher should call the school office and leave a request for the teacher to return 




the call.  A conference should be scheduled at a time convenient for both the 




parents and the teacher.


5.
Parents should communicate with the teacher before contacting the 




administrator.  The administrator is available for parent-teacher conferences 




following the initial parent-teacher contact.


6.
Classroom visits are permissible upon request and by prior arrangement with the 


administrator.

IV.  STUDENT ACTIVITIES

A.  Chapel and Assemblies


Elementary and secondary chapel services are held weekly.  Area pastors, youth pastors, Christian college representatives, and music groups are invited to minister in chapel.  Times will be announced at the beginning of the school year and parents are always welcome.  All students are expected to be in attendance with their Bible.  Students should enter chapel quietly and find their seats quickly.  A spirit of reverence should be felt in all chapel services.  Attentive, courteous conduct that is honoring to the Lord should be observed at all assemblies. 

B.  Choir and Band


In past years the FBS choirs and bands have prepared and presented many excellent public programs.  Invitations to perform at special events or programs for outside groups should be made by contacting the school office.  Their testimonies will be encouraging to all who hear them.


1.
Membership in the choir or band is voluntary.


2.
Students who participate in either the choir or band must maintain eligibility.


3.
No student will be allowed to remain in the choir or band that is not willing to 




follow the director and attend all performances.

C.  Yearbook

The school yearbook, The Prairie Schooner, is published by a specially appointed staff and made available to each student.  Appointments to this staff will be made during registration and priority will be given to upperclassmen.  Yearbook staff must maintain eligibility standards.
D.  Class Officers

Each class may elect four officers:  President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer.  During the first week of school, classes may nominate students for these offices.  All nominations are subject to approval of the administrator; no student should campaign for office until receiving approval from administrator.


The following qualifications must be met for one running for class office:


1.
A student at Faith Baptist School the previous semester


2.
Academically eligible the previous semester


3.
Unquestionably high character


4.
Good attitude and behavior


5.
Close adherence to school conduct and dress policies


If in the opinion of the administrator, a student does not meet one or more of these qualifications, the student's name will be withdrawn from nomination.

E.  Sports

All eligible students are encouraged to take an active part in the school sports program.  Active sports participation builds bodies, character, and teamwork while providing a healthy physical outlet.  To participate, a student must be willing to try out, be able to pass a physical examination, carry sufficient insurance against athletic injuries, maintain academic eligibility, and be able to maintain his/her Christian testimony both on and off the court or field.


Boys’ Events:


Girls’ Events:

Football (Varsity)
Volleyball (JV and Varsity)


Basketball (JV and Varsity)
Basketball (Varsity)


Wrestling (Varsity)
Cheerleading (JV and Varsity)

F.  Christian Athletics


The Christian philosophy of athletics stems directly from the school’s Christian philosophy of education.  The ultimate goal must be “to be conformed to the image of Jesus Christ” (Rom. 8:29), and to develop the spiritual part of the athlete so that the Holy Spirit is in control and directing his mind and body (I Thess. 5:23).


It is the goal that athletes develop positive Christ-like character qualities and express them through the medium of athletics.  Athletics is a microcosm of life.  Athletes are confronted with all types of life situations, perfect learning situations for teaching biblical principles.  It is a coach’s job to properly direct athletes in these situations to build character.  Athletics should help foster vital relationships among team members as a result of a team concept and direct leadership of the Christian coach.  There should be a commitment to excellence in each particular sport.  “Do it heartily as unto the Lord.”


Athletics is a means to an end, not an end in itself, in that athletics represents one aspect of the educational program, not its main focus.  It is a goal that the student becomes a well-rounded individual, striving toward his God-given potential.  Since athletes are recognized as a position of leadership here at FBS, each participant is required to agree to the “Standards of Conduct for the Faith Baptist Athlete” and maintain a positive Christian testimony.


The athletic program provides well-balanced interscholastic activities for as many participants as possible, consistent with available facilities, personnel, and financial support.  The athletic program is planned so as to present a minimal amount of interference with the academic program.  The athletic program provides an opportunity for the loyalty of parents, and friends of the school to be renewed, strengthened, and united.

G.  Cheerleading

The FBS cheerleaders have always been noted for their Christian attitude, enthusiasm, and undaunted spirit.  Cheerleaders attend all regularly scheduled athletic events and build school and team spirit.  They also preside over pep rallies and booster campaigns.  To be eligible, a student must:


1.
have attended FBS at least one complete semester


2.
maintain eligibility standards


3.
be noted for her Christian testimony

H.  Standards of Behavior for Student Athletes, Coaches, and Spectators


Sportsmanship is an important part of Christian character training.  We expect our coaches, our players, and our students to represent FBS in a manner that is respectful of others on and off the field of play.  We also encourage and endorse the enthusiastic support of constituents and friends.  In the process, we expect all such constituents and friends to uphold the same high standards that we expect of our students.  Opposing teams and their fans are to be treated as honored guests.


Sporting events present good opportunities to demonstrate our Christian testimony.  Some guidelines will help to do this.

1.
Our students are to show proper respect to the other team both at home and 




away; more so when their school song is being played or other activities are 




carried on.


2.
There must be absolutely no booing or other negative actions!


3.
Spectators are not to use the court between games nor during halftimes nor are 




they to run and play in the gym lobby.


4.
Elementary students should be with parents and not running or playing.

I.  Participation in Extracurricular Activities


In order for a student to participate in extracurricular activities (athletic events, fine arts, etc.) he must be in school the day of the activity.  A student must be in attendance at school the day after any extracurricular activity, unless an excused notice, signed by a parent, is given to the office.  The excuse “I was too tired” DOES NOT constitute an excused absence.  If a student receives an unexcused absence for the above reason he will be ineligible for the next game/performance day.

J.  Academic Eligibility

To be academically eligible, students must maintain a "C" average (76) and may not be failing in any academic courses.  Eligibility is checked at deficiency reports; and there is then a two-week grace period.  Students who are ineligible must attend practice but they may not play until they are eligible again.  Students who are ineligible at the end of a grading period are ineligible until the next eligibility check.  A nine-weeks grading period ends the day the next grading period begins.

K.  Lettering


School letters are awarded to students in recognition of work and time spent in extra-curricular activities.  The faculty members responsible for each activity will explain to you requirements for lettering.

L.  Social Events - (outings and field trips)


These and other school functions, such as band trips, choir trips, traveling to games, senior trips, are encouraged and will be well planned in advance by the teacher, cleared by the administration, and will be sufficiently chaperoned.  The educational value of each function will be critical in deciding whether or not it is worth the time, effort, and expense.


1.
All students will be expected to remain together and function as a group (unless 




otherwise directed by the trip leader.)

2.
Students will be expected to abide by all school standards, policies, and rules 




while on the trip.


3.
Dress standards will be the same as school dress except that girls may be allowed 




to wear slacks while on some activities.


4.
If a student is taking any kind of medication, the trip leader must be informed 



before leaving on the trip.


5.
No radios or CD/tape players are permitted. 


6. 
No regular playing cards of any kind may be taken (Uno, Skipbo, Phase 10, 




Dutch Blitz, Rook, etc. are allowed).


7.
There should be no familiarity or carelessness in boy-girl relations.


8.
On college campuses or any church or school function, students are to be on 




their best behavior to maintain the right testimony.


9.
Remain seated while the bus/van is moving.


10.
Keep your hands to yourself.


11.
Keep hands, head, and feet inside the bus/van.


12.
No trash is to be left on the bus/van.


13.
Drivers are representatives of the school and are to be respected and obeyed as 




such.


Any student, who, in the opinion of the trip leadership, becomes a discipline problem, will be sent home at his own expense.

M. 
Other Events


These should be planned well in advance with the advice of the administration.  They should be well chaperoned and be in harmony with the church and school calendars.  Neither dancing nor rock music is acceptable at any event.  Any event held in a private home should have at least one FBS staff member present with at least one other parent chaperone.

V.
Miscellaneous

A.
Pioneer Program


FBS encourages and appreciates the gifts of parents and friends.  All gifts to the school are tax deductible.  Gift income has been a great help over the years in the development of our school.  Remember that this is an investment in the lives of young people whom we seek to train for His service.
B.  Visitors


Students may bring guests (family, pastors, or students looking to attend the school) to visit FBS with the approval of the school office.  School visitors are welcome if they are willing to abide by FBS standards of dress and conduct.  Upon arrival at school, the visitor should receive a pass from the school office.  No teacher should allow a visitor in his class without a pass.  Visitors are subject to the same rules governing students and are the responsibility of the student who extended the invitation.  We always rejoice when our alumni are able to visit their alma mater.  However, we do expect our alumni to observe the above "visiting procedures".  Students who have been expelled from FBS for misconduct or infraction of rules may visit the campus only with special permission from the administration.

C.  Textbooks

Hardcover textbooks are the property of the school and are checked out to the students on a yearly basis.  Each student is responsible to properly cover and care for his books.  Book covers are not to be taped on the books.  There will be periodic "book checks" and a $1 book fine assessed for books found not covered.  Students are not to write in books with pen or pencil.  Fines will be assessed at the end of the year for books that have been mistreated.  Soft cover workbooks and textbooks are purchased by the students.  These should be well cared for also.  They may be kept by the student at the end of the school year.


Children are responsible for their textbooks and should damage or loss occur, they or their parents are accountable.  Textbooks should be written in for class purposes only.  Students should not doodle in these nor allow anyone else to write in their books.

D.  Your Cumulative Folder

Your folder is a progressive record of your educational experience.  In it are filed notes from home, records from teachers, test results, attendance records, scholarship reports, a record of your extra-curricular activities, and other information that will aid your teachers in helping you.


The material in these folders is kept on file after you withdraw or graduate.  Often requests come from colleges or employers asking for information or recommendations.  Your folder is referred to for answers to these questions.  Whether or not it speaks well for you depends entirely on you.  Make a record of which you, your parents, and your school will be proud.  The grades you make are only a part of your record.  Enter enthusiastically into the extra-curricular activities sponsored by your school.  They too, are important in your life while in school and after graduation.
E.  Prayer


Prayer is a vital ingredient in our program of Christian training.  Students at FBS are trained in the importance of establishing a consistent daily prayer life.  Teachers lead the students to understand how God is central to all of life and that continual communication with Him is essential to consistent Christian living.


Students are trained in the habit of prayer throughout the school day, before beginning the responsibilities each day, before eating lunch, for special needs, and to give Him praise for all things.  Students are encouraged to make their requests known before God and are given opportunities to pray and to share needs with others as they share their requests with Him.

F.  Pledges

American Flag - I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the Republic for which it stands; one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

Christian Flag - I pledge allegiance to the Christian flag and to the Savior for whose kingdom it stands; one Savior, crucified, risen and coming again with life and liberty for all who believe.
Bible - I pledge allegiance to the Bible, God's Holy Word.  I will make it a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.  I will hide its words in my heart that I might not sin against God.
G.  School Fight Song - "On Faith Baptist" (tune of "On Wisconsin")

On Faith Baptist, on Faith Baptist

Move right down the field (court)

Put the ball right in the end zone (basket)

Pioneers want a score

Rah! rah! rah!

On Faith Baptist, on Faith Baptist

We'll fight for our fame,

Fight Pioneers, fight! fight! fight!

We'll win this game!

H.  School Verse

"For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain."   Philippians 1:21

I.  School Theme Song

For me to live is Christ, to die is gain.

To know His Word and walk His narrow way.

There is no peace, no joy, no thrill, like walking in His will,

For me to live is Christ, to die is gain.

J.  School Colors

Red - representing Christ’s redemptive work through the shedding of His blood on the cross.

White - representing purity of life.

K.  School Nom de Guerre – Pioneers


We are the "Pioneers", a name chosen to identify with those hardy, rugged individuals who boldly blazed a trail across the unconquered wilderness in search of adventure, freedom, and opportunity.  Many things have changed since the pioneers forged their way across this vast country.  Today we reap the benefits of their devoted zeal and hard work.  We admire the character that caused them to stick to the task in spite of seemingly overwhelming odds and bitter circumstances.  Their cause meant everything to them and to those who would follow them.

Just as the pioneers before us faced obstacles of tremendous proportions, there are forces today that oppose Christian education and those who seek to live by biblical standards.  We must never take for granted our godly heritage, nor imagine our task to be completed.  We must press on, "redeeming the time, for the days are evil".  To that end, we are dedicated.  FBS administration, faculty and staff are devoted to instilling biblical principles into every student entrusted to us.  The building of Christian character is a task seemingly too long forgotten or overlooked or in some quarters, even ridiculed.  It is our prayer that our zeal shall never wane, but that students and graduates of FBS shall "keep on keeping on" for Christ, setting an example of godliness of life until our Lord comes for His own.

L.  You and Your School, FBS


If you are transferring into FBS, you are probably leaving friends and teachers who have become a part of you.  Your admiration of your former school did not come about by chance.  Students and teachers have worked for years to make you proud of your school.  Now is your chance to do the same for Faith Baptist School.  During the past years here, students and teachers have worked diligently to make this school one of which you can be proud.  You too, can make a lasting contribution to FBS.  Determine now that with God's help, you will do your best!
M.  Summary


You will find FBS to be a place that emphasizes study and hard work.  But along with the hard work comes the happiness and enjoyment of being in an environment surrounded with Christians who have your best interests at heart.



Many parents appreciate the results of a Christian education without considering that these results are achieved only through high standards in the areas of academics, spirituality, and discipline.  Parents who desire the full benefits of Christian education for their children need to be supportive of the school’s efforts in these important areas.


High academic standards are a major distinctive of Christian education, yet sometimes we are guilty of appreciating the results while discarding the means.  The means to high academic achievement is hard work and a great deal of self-discipline.  Even though academic standards are important, they can never take the place of strong spiritual standards.   Parents do their children a great disservice when they are not supportive or do not insist their children be in full compliance with established school policies based upon biblical convictions.


Despite clearly expressed standards and the support from parents, students will inevitably break rules.  When this happens, the disobedient student must be taught that when there is a wrong action it is always followed by a negative consequence.  Although Faith Baptist School is not a corrective institution, there are times when we must take corrective action to insure the well being of the student body as well as the integrity and testimony of the ministry.


A school handbook could never include every possible situation or consequence, but the preceding pages have been designed to give you guidelines that will help you better understand what is expected of you as a student or parent.    Recognizing that an individual’s actions and attitudes are always reflective of the name with which he is identified, the administrator has the authority to counsel, suspend, or expel (if warranted) any student displaying actions or attitudes that bring reproach upon the name of Christ and the testimony of Faith Baptist School.  The administration and school board reserve the right to address with students and/or parents any acute disciplinary problems not defined in this handbook.




